
 
 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE    
Vista Grande Street Safe Route to School Pathway 

Bret Harte Park, Vista Grande Drive and Camino Tassajara 
 

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ACT 
SECTION 4(F) DE MINIMIS FINDING FOR IMPACTS TO BRET HARTE PARK AREA 

 
 

WHATS BEING PLANNED 
 
The Town of Danville propose to construct a separated asphalt concrete pathway in Bret Harte 
Park along Vista Grande Street along the east edge  between Camino Tassajara and Diablo 
Road/Vista Grande Elementary School to provide direct pedestrian/bike access to Vista Grande 
Elementary. The path will be 300-350’ long, 6’ wide and will be built primarily within the Bret 
Harte Park parcel. One tree will be removed for the new pathway as described in the section 
below.  
 
The project will include extension of existing metal beam guardrail to provide separation of the 
new pathway from Diablo Road. Parking retaining curbs and bollards are to provide separation 
of the new pathway from Vista Grande Street vehicular traffic/parking area, allow access from 
the parking lot to the new path, and to protect utilities in the southwest corner of the project 
area.  
 
This project will re-grade the parking lot, and where needed, infill with gravel results in no loss 
of parking, installation of pedestrian guide signs and relocation of trash receptacle and game 
table. 
 
Construction activities associated with the project include minor grading, removal of existing 
wood bollards, paving a new asphaltic concrete pathway and addition of aggregate base to the 
existing parking area to fill in the voids. Construction is expected to take about 2-3 months to 
complete and would occur Monday through Friday between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 
p.m.; per the Town’s standard construction hours. Night time construction is not anticipated. 
During construction, one tree will be removed from the project area. 
 
WHY THIS NOTICE 
 
The project is an action subject to the U.S. Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 U.S.C. 
03 and 23 U.S.C. 138 [PL 110-17], [PL 97-449], [PL 86-670]). Section 4(f) of this legislation seeks 
to protect publicly owned public parklands, recreation areas, waterfowl and wildlife refuges 
and significant historic sites from impacts – the “use” of these resources – by U.S. Department 



 
 

of Transportation actions. After an evaluation of the impacts of an action upon Section 4(f) 
resources, a finding must be made. The responsibility for Section 4(f) findings has been assigned 
by the U.S. Department of Transportation/Federal Highway Administration to the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) under the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, and Efficient 
Transportation Equity Act – A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) Act of 2005. Section 6009 of 
SAFETEA-LU allows determinations that certain uses of 4(f) land will have no adverse effect – de 
minimis – on the protected resource. Section 6009(a) requires that a public notice and 
opportunity for review and comment be provided for projects that are determined to have de 
minimis impact. 
 
WHAT’S AVAILABLE 
 
Copies of the DRAFT Section 4(f) de minimus findings are available for review at the following 
location and websites: 
 
Town of Danville, Engineering Department 
510 La Gonda Way 
Danville Ca, 94526 
brussell@danville.ca.gov or http://www.danville.ca.gov/Government/Public-Meetings-
Agendas-Summaries/ 

or 
 
Caltrans District 4, Office of Local Assistance 
111 Grand Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94612 
Tom.holstein@dot.ca.gov 
 
Individuals who require documents in alternative formats or translated are asked to contact 
the Town of Danville, 510 La Gonda Way, Danville Ca 94526 
(925)-314-3310 
 
WHERE YOU COME IN 
 
Comments are requested on the proposed 4(f) de minimis finding, Please mail comments to: 
Bob Russell, Landscape Architect 
Town of Danville, Engineering Department 
510 La Gonda Way  
Danville, CA 
 
Public comments will be accepted up to 30 days from the date of this public notice. Responses 
or replies to the public comments may not be required, depending on the substantive nature of 
the comments; however, all comments and response will be considered and document in the 
administrative record for the proposed project  
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